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Special Meeting December 1, 2011  

 

New Hanover Township Board of Education 
122 Fort Dix Street 

Wrightstown, NJ 

 

 SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING 
 

DECEMBER 1, 2011 

 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

President Charles Roohr read the following Statement into the record: 

 

Statement is hereby made that adequate notice of this meeting has been properly provided by the 

giving of a meeting notice, by mailing same to the Burlington County Times and Bordentown 

Register on Tuesday, November 22, 2011, filing same on Thursday November 22, with the clerk 

of the Borough of Wrightstown, and Township of New Hanover and by prominently posting said 

notice on the main doors into the New Hanover Township Schools on November 22, 2011. 

 

 

 

I. President Charles Roohr called the meeting too order at 7:00 PM 
 

 

II. President Charles Roohr led the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

III. ROLL CALL: 

 

Members Present: Charles Roohr, President, Christopher Sirak, Richard Slater, Christine Smith, 

William Castner 

 

Members Absent: Carli Haas 

 

Also Present: Brian J. McBride, Superintendent/Principal , Patrick R. Collum, Interim Business 

Administrator 

 

 

 

 

IV. PUBLIC SESSION 

 

Carli Haas entered the meting at 7:05 PM, before the start of the presentation. 

 

A. Presentation of “The New Hanover Township School District on the 

Feasibility of Extending the District’s Send/Receive Relationship to Include 
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Students in Grades 6 – 8”.  Presentation was made by the Educational Information 

and Resource Center.   

  

Topics included: 

• History of the sending receiving relationship between New Hanover Township 

and Bordentown Regional 

• Programs our students could avail themselves to at Bordentown that are not 

available here at New Hanover.  These were both curricular in nature and extra 

curricular sports and clubs. 

• Bussing issues 

• Staffing issues 

• Implications for pre K to 5 on core programs if grades 6 to 8 leave 

• Financial Impact 

• The effect on Impact Aid 

• Options for dissolving the agreement 

   

The presentation ended at 8:00 PM. 

 

Mr. McBride thanked Dr. Charles Kuzminski and Wayne Thomas for the presentation.  

 

 

Motion by Castner, second by Slater to approve item IV. B. Roll call vote all in favor (6-0). 

 

B. Acceptance of Report “The New Hanover Township School District on the 

Feasibility of Extending the District’s Send/Receive Relationship to Include 

Students in Grades 6 – 8” from the Educational Information and Resource Center.  

A copy of which is on file in the Office of the Superintendent. 

 

C. Public Comments 

Initial questions and comments were made by the Board included questions on: 

• Projection of class size in the out years 

• Out year costs on transportation with rising fuel prices 

• What if enrollment exceeds the bus capacity of 54 

• The consultants were asked to defend the estimate of the elimination of 6 

staff positions at New Hanover 

• Length of the bus runs (from a time perspective) 

• Explanation of costs savings vs. cost avoidance 

• Out of district placements for special education, could they be handled in 

district at Bordentown Regional 

• Is a trial of one or two years possible rather than a long commitment? 

• Cost of improving programs at New Hanover to match the offerings at 

Bordentown Regional 

• Bumping rights of staff here and staff at Bordentown. 
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Public Comments followed those of the Board 

Members of the public expressed interest and concern in the areas of: 

• Can Improvements be made in house rather than transfer 6-8. 

• What will bussing look like, regarding time, combined or not with the 

High School 

• Current enrollment is 51 with anticipated enrollment in 2014 going to 55 

will that require a second bus 

• Although Bordentown has a longer school day, and more offerings, the 

public understanding are test  results are equal 

• Are there studies done that show how our 8th graders compare to 

Bordentown students in 9th grade.  Do we keep up academically? 

• Note was made that although Bordentown has extensive after school 

activities bussing would not be provided for after school activities from 

New Hanover. 

• Question on what teachers would be hired in Bordentown due to increase 

in enrollment?  Would they call back those let go in the past or hire our 

teachers? 

• What would New Hanover have to do to become a Choice school? 

 

    

Mr. Roohr and Mr. McBride thanked Dr. Kuzminski and Mr. Thomas for their 

presentation. 

 

Mr, McBride announced the power point presentation from this evening would be 

available on the district website. 

 

Mr. Roohr announced there is a vacancy on the Board and those interested in applying 

should send a letter of interest to Patrick Collum, Interim Board Secretary no later than 

Monday December 12, 2011. 

 

V. Adjournment: 

 

 
Motion by Castner, seconded by Slater that the meeting be adjourned.  Roll call vote all in favor 

(6-0). 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM 

 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Collum 

Board Secretary/Interim Business Administrator 


